
On the night of Fri., May 12, students
from the HazletonArea High school, Career
center, and Stem school got to attend their
senior prom. This is one of the last
celebrations held for seniors before they
walk across the stage to grab their
diplomas! This event is looked up to very
highly for students. And prom night is truly
every student’s opportunity to shine! This
event was a success and by far a night to
remember!

HAHS senior Adrianna Forte
stated, “My senior prom was all I had ever
hoped for! Everything was perfect. The
theme was elegant and the decorations that
went along with it were stunning, and I
think everyone had a really great time! It
was so nice to see old friends and make
more fond memories during our last few
weeks at HAHS. The 2017 prom will be
something I will look back on forever!”

Another HAHS senior, Ally
Hudock, stated “I had a blast at prom, I
danced the whole time and had the time of
my life.”

Continuing with the positive prom
accolades, HAHS senior Janielle Beishline
stated, “Getting all dolled up and dancing
with my friends was pretty exciting. The
photo booth was a cute and creative idea
and the set up was very pretty especially for
taking pictures.”

Tabatha Kanuck agreed and stated
“I felt like prom was really fun and an
amazing experience to hang out with all
your friends and dance. The food was
enjoyable and the music was very fun to
dance too! “

Another senior from the high
school, Hannah Matarella, joined the
concensus, stating, “Prom was a blast!
Getting all dressed up and taking photos
with friends and family was truly amazing!
I danced all night and truly had an
outstanding time! The decorations were
perfect and the theme was very elegant.
Dancing with my group of friends truly put
me in the best mood! Overall, I think prom
was a night I will remember forever!”

Senior, from the High school
Taylor Sharp stated “prom was such an
amazing upbeat night full of dancing and
fun. I enjoyed getting dressed up and
creating my own prom look. I danced the
whole night with my group of friends to a
point where I thought I was going to fall
over. The decorations and theme were
perfectly matched, and the night of prom is
a night I will continue to look back on years
down the road.”

As you can see prom was a night
that all seniors enjoyed and looked forward
to for their whole senior year! Finally the
day has come and everyone will be able to
look back on this memorable high school
experience for years to come!”
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HAHS Prom Perfection
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HAHS seniors are shown in their best prom attire!
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Winners at the Wilkes University Journalism Conference are awarded by
the HASD Board of Education.

Fun Field Trips
HAHS recently afforded students with

opportunities to go on educational field trips. National
Honor Society/Executive Council went to New York
City, the Wilkes University Journalism conference,
Model UN to Bloomsburg University, and twoAnatomy
and Physiology trips to a Cadaver lab at Misericordia
and the Mutter Museum in Philadelphia.

The students attending the National Honor
Society and Executive council trip take a day to relax
and enjoy the views of New York City from a yacht on
the water and spend the rest of the day walking around
the city and shopping with friends.

Mark Kisenwether said he’s most excited to
spend the day in the City with his friends. Domi
Despirito said she’s excited to shop and be on the yacht.
This trip is meant to be relaxing for the students who are
involved in the school and show academic achievement.

Mrs. Gasser takes students to Bloomsburg
University for something called Model UN. Model UN

is the “United Nations” for younger students to know
how actual United Nations meetings are conducted.
Nina Minnick said it was a very intense experience, and
she liked how you were able to talk and debate with
people from all different schools.

The anatomy trip to the Mutter museum was in
late April. The students who went got to enjoy a day in
the sunny city of Philadelphia. They got to explore the
museum and see body parts and listen to lectures on
different topics such as conjoined twins and Civil War
medicine. In May, the anatomy class takes a trip to
Misericordia to learn about the cadaver lab where
scientists study dead bodies for meaningful uses.

The journalism class takes a day off of school to
attend the Wilkes University Journalism Conference
each year. Students spend the day listening to
presentations by people like Scott Shaffer, Andy
Mehalshick, and Candice Kelly. Awards for the best
pieces of journalism and broadcasting are presented
during a pizza-party style lunch. Hazleton won two
awards atWilkes; Dylan Laurie won first place in sports
writing, and as a whole, "The Cougar Chit-Chat" won
the Spotlight Award, which goes to the school that
showed the most growth and overcame challenges.

by Alexandra Hudock

"The Cougar Players" are back at it
again with "Seussical the Musical," which
was well worth the wait. One of the directors
of the play, Lisa LaPoint, and cast members

were kind enough to answer questions about
the play. Opening night was filled with
excited, happy faces!

The cast consisted of Horton the
Elephant ( Allan Avila), The Grinch (Mateo
Arroyopabon), Vlad Vladikoff ( Fernando
Ortiz), Roo (Vanessa Dionicio), Bird Girls (
Shelby Wolfe, Bethany Gavlick, and Kyra

Gutirrez), The Cat in the Hat (Joshua Plesce),
Mr. Mayor (Ryan Williams), Mrs. Mayor
(Nancy Bucci) Sour Kangaroo(Maria
Flowers ), Yertle the Turtle ( Eric Martinez ),
Cindy Lou Who (Sarah Planutis), The
Wickersham Brothers(Travis Smith, Elijah
LaPoint, Giana Katz), and General Genghis
Khan Schmitz (Myles Hernandez), Gertrude
McFuzz (Angelica Umbriac), JoJo (Jamie
Zapotosky).

Allan Avila played the part of
“Horton the Elephant,” and reminisced
fondly about "being in the the nest!”

Theresa McKinney played “Bird Girl,
Fish, and Cadet,” She cites "The Opening
Number and Sulo Solo,” and said “I loved
how we all came together to produce
something great. I feel like the cast really
became a family.”

Elijah LaPoint, who played
Wickersham #1 said the “Monkey Around/
Chasing theWhos,” and “The four main leads
were wonderful; they’re all going to go on to
do amazing things.”

Matthew Muse refelcted upon the
"The Christmas Pageant,” and “The bond that
we made as a group."

Abby Goulstone, who played Mayzie,
says her favorite parts of the play were
“Havin’AHunch,” and “How we all became
a family in the end.”

Clearly, this tight-knit group of
performers had a blast performing in
"Seussical." The HAHS community looks
forward to many more great performances by
the Drama Club.

by Brittany Heffelfinger

"Seussical"
Success Story



The teachers of the Hazleton Area
School District are considered to be hard-
working and engaging people. They care
deeply for their students and work diligently
to provide a great education to them. The
HASD teachers are a staple in providing a
stable, safe, inviting school environment for
all who attend.

Miss Flowers, an Honors Visual Arts 1
and 2 teacher for the Arts and Humanities
Academy, has been teaching for twenty three
years. She attended Hempfield High School
in Lancaster, and
Millersville Univer-
sity. Miss Flowers
prefers to display her
student’s art in the
display case across
from the high school
cafeteria. The Arts
and Humanities stu-
dents also have art-
work displayed in
store windows in
downtown Hazleton,
and in many art
shows and contests. If
needed, she could make use of a small art
budget by prioritizing purchases, asking com-
panies like Michaels for donations of discon-
tinued or slightly damaged packages, or
writing grants for larger donations.

When asked why she thinks art is im-
portant in a child’s education, she said, “We
aren’t robots… humans need to express them-
selves! Visual art is a universal form of ex-
pression that is understood regardless of
language or culture. Also, many children
learn better when visual art is involved.”

She acknowledges a golden teacher
moment as a student feeling good about their
art; it satisfies their need to communicate
with a part of themselves in a way that words
cannot accomplish. She promotes interest in
art by sharing with kids her own love of art.
She tries to spread the word of how art is all
around, like music, and can be enjoyed by
everyone.

Mr. Bannister teaches chemistry in the

Hazleton Area High School building. He
went to General McLane High School, and
Edinboro University of Pennsylvania. He has
been a teacher for 6 years, and he is mainly
known for easily relating to students, and
keeping things fun. Mr. Bannister keeps stu-
dents engaged and interested in the material
of his classes. His students especially enjoy a
specific experiment he does every semester
involving balloons. He is a nice, funny, and
loud member of the staff.

Mrs. Houseknecht teaches Spanish I
and II,Arts and Humanities Spanish, andArts
and Humanities Dance Studio in the Hazle-
ton Area High School building. She went to

the HAHS and later at-
tended King’s College.
She has been a teacher
for 14 years and has de-
grees in both Spanish
and ESL Certification.
Her college professor,
Dr. McGrath, encour-
aged her to change her
major when she was put
in his Advanced Gram-
mar and Stylistics class
as a freshman. She now
finds that the most re-
warding part of being a

teacher is seeing the look on the student’s
faces when they understand something! She
also loves hearing their stories about how
they helped a student or someone in the com-
munity by speaking Spanish.

Mr. Hearne has been a teacher for fif-
teen years. He teaches CreativeWriting, Eng-
lish IV, H English IV, and Drama I and II in
the HAHS. He went to the high school and
later attended Penn State. He chose to teach
creative writing because he took the class
when he was in high school and enjoyed it.
He also believes that creativity and commu-
nication are important skills for college. From
his students, Mr. Hearne expects honest effort
and to be brave. They are required to create a
portfolio and enter writing competitions, but
will be exposed to the components of short
story writing, and the classical forms of po-
etry.
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HAHS Faculty

according to Miss Flowers.

"We aren’t
robots… humans
need to express
themselves!"
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The Hazleton Area Arts and Humani-
tiesAcademy, which began as a pilot program
started in 2015, aims to further artistic poten-
tial of students while still maintaining a vig-
orous academic core curriculum. After an
exceedingly-successful first year here at the
high school, the academy solidified its stance,
shaping their sched-
ule and school day to
be more precise, easy
to manage for stu-
dents and teachers,
and allowing more
options for students
wishing to take elec-
tive classes.

Mrs. Sal-
vaterra, the master-
mind and driving
force behind the acad-
emy, is very opti-
mistic about the
enrollment outlook
for the academy, “At this point it’s doubled
from last year. The incoming ninth grade
class has a very positive outlook! We’re very
excited for the future of the academy!”

The academy has a plethora of studios
to choose from, so naturally, Mrs. Salvaterra,
a person of high culture and artistic expres-
sion, would find the decision difficult, “I
would have a hard time choosing. My musi-
cal background would incline I would be in
the instrumental studio; however, I loved to
sing in high school, and theatre has a special
place in my heart! Oh, it’s such a tough deci-
sion!”

After chatting with Mrs. Salvaterra,
the reporters from "Cougar Chit-Chat"
stopped by some academy classrooms and
talked with the students.

Matthew Muse, a 9th-grader in the in-
strumental studio is, “Really excited for the
trip to New York!” and “Can’t wait to see

"Wicked" on Broadway!” He’s not the only
one anticipating the trip to New York, which
is a fundraised project to get the students
learning outside the box. Every student inter-
viewed could not speak highly enough about
the trip, and it is by far the most anticipated
thing in the school!

Academy students don’t just learn and
grow inside the classroom; most of them par-
ticipate in many extra-curricular activities as-
sociated and not associated with the school.

Sophomore Eli-
jah Lapointe partici-
pates in things like
sports fighting and
Drama Club, while
Freshman Samuel
Figueroa participates in
swimming, track, and
executive council.
Annie Stetz, a sopho-
more honors student in
the visual arts studio
takes on a heavy load,
participating in Dance,
Athena Club, FBLA,

PJAS, Student Council, Executive council,
Key club, PEI, Drama Club, FLO, and in her
spare time, interns at Tarah Toohil’s office.

Thinking about the future, the students
were asked what they would tell an upcoming
freshman looking to come to the academy.

Freshman Rebecca Foose wants them
to know that, “It’s so much fun! You’ll love it
here and make such good friends!”

Sophomore Elijah Lapointe gives a
soft warning, “It’s a lot of fun here, but be
prepared for a heavy work load. If you’re
willing to put in the effort, you’ll love it!”

Annie Stetz wrapped it up with an elo-
quent statement, “It’s been an interesting ex-
perience with interesting people.As an honor
student, the academy has allowed me to ex-
pand my love of art without giving up ad-
vanced academics.”

"Cougar Chit Chat" woke up
bright and early Saturday the 25th to
stop by the Hazleton Area Arts and Hu-
manities Academy’s auditions for the
upcoming class of 2021. Walking in,
prospective interviewees would find an
orderly process: Sign in and greeting by
secretary Mrs. Olander, who assigned
participants a number. From there, the
8th-graders would be taken to each of
the auditions scheduled for their studios,
or directly to the interview for those
aiming for the humanities concentration
of the academy.

Megan Novak, an 8th grader from
Freeland Elementary Middle School, au-
ditioned for both the Drama and Visual
Arts Studios, stated, “I’m really excited,
but pretty nervous too. Thankfully, they
explained the process to me and I know
exactly what’s going to happen today. I
absolutely love the idea that cherishing
art and doing what you love can coexist
with an advanced curriculum!”

After nearly an hour, and quite a
few nervous students and parents walk-
ing through the doors, Megan Novak re-
ported, “It was really good! The
auditions went much better than ex-
pected, and the interviewer made me
feel very comfortable about the process.
I’m really excited to find out if I got in!”

Meanwhile, Mrs. Salvaterra, As-
sistant Principal at the HAHS and driv-
ing force behind the HAAHA, oversaw

the entire auditioning process, greeting
families entering and checking in on stu-
dent volunteers to see if anything was
amiss. Throughout the day, over 80 stu-
dents passed by Mrs. Salvaterra, and she
observed, “Agreat sense of maturity and
professionality in these young children.”

She went further to say, “I have
very high hopes for this forming class,
and do everything possible to have their
potential realized.”

After the day of busy schedules
wound down, Mrs. Matsago, English
teacher at HAHS who volunteered on
Saturday by interviewing prospective
students, alongside Ms. Moyer, to dis-
cuss what the experience was like.

Mrs. Matsago started with, “I re-
ally, really enjoyed it! It was a nice op-
portunity to get to know more about the
academy, the studios, and the selectivity
of it. Mrs. Salvaterra is this area’s best
kept secret and our greatest asset look-
ing forward.”

Concerning the student pool, she
said, “I’m very impressed! The students
have so much potential; it’s really en-
couraging as a teacher! The academy is
a success! The program is turning out so
well, I can only see it going up from
here!”

Photos in pic collage by Blake Gipson

The basement level of HAHS currently houses the Hazleton Area Arts and
Humanities Academy.

HAAHAAuditions: Did You Get In?Hazleton Area Arts
Academy Thrives
Against All Odds

according to Assistant Principal and Pro-
gram Coordinator, Mrs. Salvaterra.

"The caliber of
these students is
much greater than
we expected,"

by Blake Gipson
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Clockwise: top left, Randor
Vicente; top right, Justin Pehala;
bottom left, Greg Marte; bottom
right Kendry Paulino.
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The World of AP
In the Hazleton Area

High School, students can
decide to pick an Advanced
Placement class, Honors-
level class, or take a normal,
what would be considered
college-preparation, course.
Some of the students in the
Hazleton Area High School
join an AP class as their
choice or to gain college
credits.

Students from
Hazleton Area High School
and STEM were interviewed
about how they feel being in
an AP class. Many enjoyed
taking an AP class and said
it’s a great experience. The
questions were posed to
these students include:

What is the reason for you
taking an AP class?
Do you think taking an AP
class will improve your
skills on receiving informa-
tion, notetaking, and com-
munications? Explain.
What type of AP class are
you taking?
Do you plan on pursuing a
career of the subject you
took?
Do you recommend other

students to take an AP class?
If yes or no explain.
Do you think taking an AP
class puts you in a competi-
tive edge than the other stu-
dents? If so, explain why.

Justin Pehala
Be useful for college.
No, you can learn those
skills in any class.
AP Bio maybe depends what
holds my future.
Sure, it counts towards col-
lege credits.
Yes it because it helps to get
college credits.

Jeremy Maggio
To help me with college and
my future.
Not really because in my
class we get our notes hand-
ed to us.
I’m in AP Bio Probably
might continue to pursue
this subject.
Yes, if they like to learn and
extend their education.
Yeah, it helps you get pre-
pared for college.

Randor Vicente
To help prepare for college.
No anyone can get better at
these skills.
AP chemistry and if I was to
pursuit this as a career I

would want to become a
teacher.
Yes it can get you a college
credit.
No everyone learns at their
own pace.

Kendry Paulino
To earn a credit for college.
No it depends on the student
AP bio, no later on in my
life I want to pursuit a
career in programing and
work for Blizzard
Entertainment.
Yes, it helps to earn that col-
lege credit.
Yeah I do think taking an
AP class puts you in a com-
petitive edge it can help you
with college.

John Domogauer
To increase my GPA and to
earn a college credit.
It could but it depends on
the student.
AP chemistry no, I don’t
think I’ll be pursuing career
in the future.
Yes because it can help you
be prepared for college.
No, everyone learns differ-
ently.

Greg Marte
I enjoy in the subject, so I
thought taking a AP class

would be fun.
No you can benefit from
these in different places.
AP chemistry, maybe I’ll
pursuit the subject as a
career.
If only the person is interest-
ed in the subject they should
take a AP class.
No everyone learns differ-
ently.

Jason Ramos
Many of my friends are in
the class and I enjoy the
class.
Maybe but we’re all differ-
ent.
AP chemistry no, I have a
different career on mind.
It’s on the student if they
want to have an AP class.
It’s a lot of work to be in AP
class.
No taking an AP class would
not give you an edge, it’s
just a class it doesn’t divide
us.

Alberto Morales
To help out with college.
No, I do not think that an
AP class would help your
skills.
AP bio maybe I might pur-
suit a career.
People should consider in
taking an AP class it could

help them with college.
Taking an AP class would
not give you an edge in any-
thing.

Dylan Zufall
To help me out with college
No, skills like that anyone
can obtain.
AP biology probably I’ll
continue my studies but I’m
still do not know what I
want to do with my life yet.
I think taking an AP class
will be great depending if
you enjoy that subject.
No it’s just a class that
teaches fasters than the other
class.

Brian Siroka
It’s a great way to gain a
credit for college.
No, many people can gain
these skills on them own.
AP chemistry maybe or I
might just pursuit something
else.
Yes because it’s a great way
to test yourself.
No, anyone has the abilities
the abilities to be great and
become better version of
themselves.

by Justin Vargas



The Survey Says...

In-school suspension or
“ISS” is a place where many mis-
behaved and rebellious students
have visited. Many educators
believe that it is a more effective
form of discipline as opposed to
out of school suspension. ISS
aims to remove students from the
classroom environment but still
allowing them to complete work
and be monitored by school staff
and security.

Although it makes sense to
keep suspended students in
school rather than being home
unsupervised, maybe it takes
more than a room full of misbe-
haved students and worksheets to
change behavior. Let’s look into
some alternatives.

One positive alternative to

in-school suspension is a pro-
gram guided to misbehaved stu-
dents. Let’s face it, some students
just aren’t cut out for a tradition-
al classroom environment and
need more help and guidance.
For certain offenses students can
also be assigned to counseling to
uncover the root of their reckless
behavior and work to resolve it.
If students knew that they would
be counselled and enrolled in a

program, they would think twice
before performing discourteous
acts.

Another alternative to ISS
can be after school community
service. This allows the student
to get their work done during the
school day but be disciplined
after school with a useful task.
They can be assigned with
groups of other kids, with appro-
priate supervision and learn dis-
cipline and develop positive rela-
tionships with other students and
adults.

The need for effective
forms of discipline that reduce
problematic behaviors is
extreme. In order to make our
school a better place we all need
to work together to get to the
source, work out, and eliminate
these behaviors.

A consensus of students
was asked about ISS and a
majority stated that alternatives
would be more effective and a
small amount stated that ISS is
fine the way it is.

Believe it or not school
attendance is actually directly
related to student discipline. It
may not seem like a big deal to
skip a couple of classes or school
every now and again but in reali-
ty it definitely matters. Good
attendance, as well as coming to
school on time, is key to a suc-
cessful school and a successful
student. Attendance rate is
important because students are
more likely to succeed in aca-
demics when they attend school
on a regular basis.

Evidently keeping your
grades up is important if you

want to get into your dream col-
lege and work towards your
dream career.

Another fact that should be
taken into consideration is that
the school is actually losing
money when their students are
absent. Public schools collect
money based on the number of
students that attend school each
day. So when students miss just
one day of school, the school is
actually losing money that could
have gone towards better school
lunches, needed school supplies,
new textbooks, smart boards, etc!
Maybe students should think
twice before skipping school on a
regular basis.

ISS: How's It Workin' Out?
"ISS aims to remove
students from the
classroom environ-
ment but still allow-
ing them to com-
plete work and be
monitored by school
staff and security."

Ayla
Hutchison

Jimmy
Hoffman

Candice
Biesadesky

Colin
Stauffer

Katie
Gregasavitch

Ayla, a senior in the

high school, prefers the

nachos over the other

meals offered in lunch.

Ayla also feels that there

are too many students in

the lunchroom during

her lunch period. One

thing Ayla would change

about the lunchroom is

that students can leave

the lunchroom when

they are finished eating

while the lunch is still

going on. In Ayla's opin-

ion she feels that the por-

tion size is too small.

Jimmy Hoffman thinks

the peanut butter and

jelly sandwiches are the

best meal that the cafete-

ria offers. He thinks that

the amount of people in

his lunch is alright and

not that much of a prob-

lem to him. If Jimmy

could change one thing

about the lunchroom it

would be to add a

Subway restaurant to the

cafeteria. He feels the

portion sizes are too

small for high school

students.

Candice Biesadesky, a

sophomore, likes the

breakfast for lunch the

best because of the syrup

that comes with the

french toast sticks.

Candice hates how many

students there are in her

lunch since it gives her

the feeling of being

claustrophobic. If

Candice could change

one thing about the cafe-

teria it would be to make

the lunch lines less

crowded and to make

them single file so the

line is more orderly.

Colin Stauffer, a senior

who attends the high

school, likes the pizza

the best since it is one of

his favorite foods. Colin

thinks that there is not

that many people during

his lunch. One thing

Colin would change is to

add a variety of foods to

the menu so he does not

have to eat the same

meal everyday. In

Colin's opinion the por-

tion sizes should be

depending on the person

Katie Gregasavitch, a
senior, finds the chicken
patty to be the most
appealing item on the
menu during lunch. She
thinks that there are too
many students in her
lunch and that the lunch-
es should be separated by
grade levels. One thing
Katie would change to
the cafeteria is the way
things are organized, like
the sauces and utensils
should be set up better
because there is always a
large crowd around the
condiments and it causes
a big mess.

by Jessica Murman
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Shop Spotlight

At the Hazleton Area
Career Center, students take a
shop class. A shop is a class that
educates students on a business,
skill, or trade. HACC has many
available shops to offer. They are
as follows; Collision Repair,
Computer Systems Networking
and Telecommunication, HVAC,
Plumbing, Diesel Technology,
Automotive Technology,
Childcare, Cosmetology,
Computer Aided Drafting and
Design, Construction
Technology, Nursing Assistant,
Broadcast Communications,
Electrical and Industrial
Technology, Practical Nursing,
Law Enforcement, and Culinary
Arts.

Students who attend the
HACC further their occupation

readiness by taking these worth-
while shops. In a time where
jobs are scarce, and many strug-
gle to gain employment, HACC
students have an advantage. This
advantage is that they have
learned a trade without paying
for trade school or college. They
come right out of high school,
ready to jump into the job mar-
ket. They also have the option of
attaining a job and working dur-
ing the school day, as a part of

their hands-on occupational
training.

Diana Henriquez is a stu-
dent in Culinary Arts. She feels
as though the Culinary Arts shop
will help her reach her career
goal of opening a bakery/ café.
Her favorite aspect of the shop is
that it is hands on, and that she
gets to cook. She also enjoys set-
ting up for the events that they
have. The advice that she would
give to a student considering tak-
ing this class would be, “Don’t
stress out over the little things, in
the end everything will turn out
okay. Also, be prepared to be on
your feet a lot.”

Brandon Bolish is a stu-
dent in Law Enforcement. He
feels as though the Law
Enforcement shop will help him
to attain his career goal of being
in the FBI, as it will prepare him
for college, the police academy,

and the real world. His favorite
part of the shop is all the extra
hands- on curriculum as well as
the individual leadership roles in
the classroom. The advice that
he would give to someone con-
sidering taking this class would
be to be prepared for police
training and a lot of note taking
for sophomore year, hands-on
junior year, and nocti training
senior year.

JaQuelyn DeMarco is a
student in Cosmetology. She
believes that this will help her to
attain her career goals. She says
that “I feel this shop was amaz-
ing in helping me explore the
career I chose. I have now decid-
ed that cosmetology is the path I
want to take in life.” Her favorite
part of the shop is the hands-on
learning. “This class is amazing.
Take it, finish, and when you
graduate get your license. Even

if this isn’t what you want to do
in life you can work in a salon to
get yourself through college!
You will have something to fall
back on.”

John Vargas is a student in
Computer Systems Networking
and Telecommunications. He
feels as if this shop will help him
to reach his career goals. His
favorite part of the shop is the
hands on work when we build a
pc or rip apart a laptop. The
advice that he would give to a
student that considers taking the
shop would be; “Don’t slack and
get behind in your work.”

HACC Students
"The best part of
the HACC shops
is the hands on
experience,"
according to
Diana Henriquez.

Mrs. Sist

Law Enforcement

Mr. Batory

Computer Systems
Networking

Mrs. Gallagher and Mrs.
Salata

Cosmetology

Mr. Peiser

Broadcast
Communications

Mr. Yurek

Culinary Arts
Mrs. Sist teaches law
enforcement. In her shop,
training reflects a police
academy or a military style
type of training. Students
learn about criminal law,
study Crimes Code, Vehicle
Code, police procedures,
and trial procedures. It is a
three year program. Police
performance skills include
handcuffing, crime scene
investigation, traffic stops,
fingerprinting, fingerprint
lifting and dusting, develop-
ing and collecting evidence,
developing suspects, inter-
rogation and interview
skills, along with complet-
ing applications, resumes
and employability skills.

Mr. Batory teaches
Computer Systems
Networking and
Telecommunications. In
his shop, students imple-
ment and manage com-
puter systems. Students
learn how to trouble
shoot general pc prob-
lems, setup small Local
Area Networks, and
engage in general tech-
nology support. He
believes that the best
aspect of his shop is the
virtual software that
allows students to do
work at home any time
of the day.

Mrs. Gallagher and Mrs.
Salata teach Cosmetology.
In Cosmetology, students
learn the skills and tasks
necessary to pass the PA
Cosmetology State Board
Exam and obtain employ-
ment in the Cosmetology
industry. In this shop, stu-
dents learn haircutting,
facial waxing, make up
application, hair coloring/
highlighting, chemical tex-
ture services, manicures/
pedicures, wet hair styling,
and thermal hair styling. In
addition, the program saves
students the cost of tuition at
a private beauty school,
which is approximately
$20,000.

Mr. Peiser teaches
Broadcast Communications
to learn basic and advanced
camera techniques, Video
and film production and
postproduction, animation,
special effects, compositing,
sound production, lighting
and graphic design. Students
can also become certified in
Adobe Photoshop, Adobe
Premiere Pro, and Adobe
Effects. In this shop, there is
a focus on the ever evolving
field of media communica-
tions. The best aspect of this
shop is the use of top-of-the-
industry standard technolo-
gy, and the fact that the shop
is ran as a real world produc-
tion facility where the stu-
dents work as a team.

Mr. Yurek teaches
Culinary Arts at the
Hazleton Area Career
Center. He says that in this
ship, students prepare to
work in the good service
industry and hospitality
field. In Culinary Arts, stu-
dents learn menu planning,
nutrition, restraint operation,
food safety, knife skills, plat-
ed and advanced desserts,
soups, stocks and sauce pro-
duction, and dining service.
He feels as though the best
aspect of the shop is the real
lige experience that the stu-
dents recieve, in addition to
the necessary employability
skills that are taught making
a wonderful gateway into the
good service industry.

by Brittany Heffelfinger
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Bigger and Better Things!

Since day one, the seniors
of the Hazleton Area School
District have been counting
down the days, minutes, and sec-
onds to graduation. Senior year is
a rollercoaster from start to fin-
ish. In the beginning, it consists
of nothing but stress and worry
about the deadlines of college
applications and all the piling up
homework. Now, it is filled with
feelings of excitement with the
promises of prom and graduation
on the horizon.

Seniors will soon feel
the creeping sadness for leaving
the place they have spent the last
four years of their lives. The last
few lessons will fly by in the
blink of an eye and soon they will
close their lockers for the last
time. The last day as a student of
the school district they have
known for years, is all coming to
an end with the switch of a tassel.

Maybe senior year was
packed full of things to do so that

they did not have time to think
about how much their lives are
going to change in the next few
months. They will be leaving
their families, friends, homes,
communities, schools, and every-
thing familiar behind. It is hard to
picture how college will go for
them, but no one is really sure
what the future holds.

It is normal to grow a lot
in high school, both mentally and
psychically. A lot of people dis-
covered their passions and aspi-
rations in life, and they can for-

ever be grateful to high school
for that. Now, college will be the
place to truly shine and reach the
fullest potential, if they give it
the power to be that place.

High school is just a step-
ping stone to prepare everyone
for the next step in life.
Graduation is an exciting time
for all high school students! No
matter if you’re the one standing
up on the stage to grab that diplo-
ma with your name on it that took
4 years of hard work to ascertain,
or you’re preparing yourself to
what’s going to be you in a very
short amount of time. Regardless
high school is something that
flies bye. And once you come to
the realization on how fast high
school actually goes, just like the
class of 2017 seniors, the years
prior all became just a memory.

In a very short amount
of time, the Class of 2017 will no
longer be known as “seniors” but
they will then be called “The
graduating class.” Hopefully the
class of 2018 is focusing on aca-
demics, preparing the college and

career path process and last but
not least stepping up to the plate
to the enjoy their last year of high
school. Hopefully the Class of
2017 is ready to hold that diplo-
ma, and have their plans set to
move on to bigger and better
things. This is it! And the 4 years
of high school begins to be just a
memory in just a few weeks.
Parents, guardians, and all of
your loved ones are going to be
there to share this very special
day with you!

Senior, Scott Baran
from the High school stated,
“Graduation is one of the most
exciting things a high school stu-
dent could possibly look forward
to. My plan is to attend Lock
Haven University for Physical
Therapy beginning in the fall.”

Senior, Tabatha Kanuck
from the High school stated, “I
am excited for graduation, but I
can’t believe it came so fast. It
feels like just yesterday I was
beginning freshman year strug-
gling to the thought of the adjust-
ment from middle school to high

school. This summer I plan to go
on vacation and have fun with
my friends before its time for us
all to go our separate ways! My
plan for after high school is to
attend Luzerne for my first two
years and transfer to King's
College."

Senior, Kara D’Amico
from the High school stated “I've
been waiting for graduation day
for so long, and I cannot wait to
start college in the fall. Over the
summer I’m going to go back to
Connecticut for a few weeks to
see my family and friends that
live there. I’m also going to
Puerto Rico for two weeks with
my mom and some of our friends
for a nice vacation. I will then get
ready for Luzerne for a major in
Criminal Justice.”

Graduate Goodbyes
"High
school is
a stepping
stone..."

Ariel Torstrup
Elijah
Rosenstiel

Katie
Gregasavitch

Fremio
Delacruz

Rebecca
Koviack

Ariel Torstrup will be
attending Penn College in
Williamsport, PA starting in
the fall of 2017. Ariel plans to
stay in an off-campus apart-
ment and aspires to get a
Bachelor’s Degree in nursing.
She will miss her friends and
teachers, and especially loved
Mr. Hearne’s English class,
Mrs. Burrows PSU speech
class, and Mr. Turri’s microbi-
ology class. This young
woman is beyond ready to
graduate and start a new chap-
ter in her life. Ariel leaves off
saying, “HASD has enabled
me to challenge myself the last
four years and has prepared
me for the next level of educa-
tion. While being here, I feel
as if I grew both academically
and personally.”

Elijah Rosenstiel, an HAHS
senior, is taking a different
approach shortly after gradua-
tion. Elijah is leaving to serve
in the Airforce in the summer
of 2017. He will be stationed
at the Lackland, Texas
Airforce Base. He feels very
prepared to graduate and to
study what he loves in the
future! He will always remem-
ber the feeling of singing with
the choir, and going on the
choir field trips! Though he
wishes he had put more time
into sports, he developed a
special bond with teachers and
new friends in choir, history,
and chemistry. Elijah feels that
his time at the Hazleton Area
High School has taught him
how to handle certain real
world aspects.

Katie Gregasavitch will be
starting college in fall 2017 at
East Stroudsburg University.
She plans to study middle
level education on campus.
Katie will miss seeing all of
her friends in the same place,
and will miss Mrs. Matsago,
Mr. Turri, and Ms. Mason.
Katie says, “I learned a lot
from the people and the teach-
ers, and I think the things I
learned will prepare me for the
future. “ She feels prepared to
graduate and expresses that,
“Hazleton showed me to never
judge a book by its cover and
to be friendly to everyone. It
was easy to make friends here
when I was a freshman and
I’m glad to have most of the
same friends now.”

Fremio De La Cruz is a
senior from the HAHS. He
plans to study psychology at
Luzerne County
Community College in the
fall of 2017. Though his
favorite teacher from the
HAHS is an English teacher,
Mr. Ringleben, Fremio’s
favorite class is P.E. One of
his favorite memories from
this year had been Senior
Day, and he is greatly look-
ing forward to prom. If he
could go back in time, he
would have tried harder in
Trigonometry. Fremio feels
very prepared to graduate
and will forever appreciate
Hazleton Area School
District’s lesson on what to
expect in life.

Rebecca Koviack, a senior
of the Hazleton Area High
School, is going to
Pennsylvania College of
Technology in the fall of
2017. She plans to stay on
campus while she pursues
her nursing degree. Rebecca
feels very prepared to grad-
uate and is looking forward
to prom and graduation! She
will hold the fond memories
of her favorite teachers,
Mrs. Steber, Mrs. Yanac,
and Mrs. Walck, her favorite
class, Anatomy and
Physiology, competing in
color guard competitions
and football game perform-
ances. She will miss her
friends most and greatly
enjoyed her time here!

by Anastacia Krone and
Nathan McKeown
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Being late is an inconven-
ience to not only you but those
around you. Whether it is a birth-
day party, work, or most impor-
tantly, school, there is always an
avoidable consequence to being
late. If being late is so avoidable,
how come people still manage to

end up tardy
to the party?
Well, giving
you a couple
of tips may
help you drop
that bad habit
in no time.

One
thing you
should know
before you
break this
habit is that
being late
says a lot
about your
c h a r a c t e r .
For example,
if you are late
to work fre-

quently, it shows that you are not
reliable and you will most likely
get less hours for each week.
Secondly, being late to things like
school show your teachers your
lack of interest in their class,
which usually comes off as rude.
The process to get a late person
caught up may take up a teacher’s
time, ultimately hindering every-
one’s learning experience. Being
on time however shows that you
are responsible, and want to do
well in school. Etiquette in gener-
al brings you a long way in life.
Even if you are known for being
late you can still change! With

that being said, here are a couple
of tips on how to get you there on
time.

A major step to
being on time is to set an alarm,
timer, clock or whatever means to
remind you of what is happening
and where. For example, the bus
comes at seven and you need
about an hour or so to get ready so
you might want to set an alarm for
five thirty. Since the technology
has been advanced to be a literal
pocket assistant, how come you
cannot take advantage of it?
Phones, tablets, and computers
have mostly all been installed
with calendars in which you can
edit to conform to your schedule.

The next thing to worry about is a
ride to wherever you are going,
whether it is public transporta-
tion, your own car, or someone
else’s car, you will need a reliable
means of travel. Finally, replace
this bad habit with a better one.
The best way to break a habit is to
get another. Now with this new-
found information, you can suc-
cessfully get there with no excus-
es. Yes, everyone has those days
where they do not want to get up,
but if you want to get anywhere in
life, you will need to get there on
time.

Since World War II,
and the dropping of the
atomic bomb, the world
would never be the same.
This new advancement of
armaments, created a sud-
den need for atomic bombs
around the world. World
powers like China, North
Korea, Russia, UK, and
the US have their own
stockpile of nuclear
weapons. A huge example
being North Korea, made
them rely solely on nuclear
weapons to deter others
from going to war with
them in the past decade.
The tensions with North
Korea and the US, created
a stalemate despite the
clear military advantage of

the US. Even though pres-
ident Trump wants to act
on stopping North Korea’s
weapons program, there is
still the lingering thought
of having a quick and fatal
nuclear war.

It is true that the US
does have a defense sys-
tem known as an ICBM or
intercontinental ballistic
missile, but it is most use-
ful close to the launch site.
In recent rising tensions
with North Korea, a good
place to keep an ICBM is
South Korea. This is the
easiest way to intercept a
nuke before it turns into a
warhead midflight to the
earth’s atmosphere.
Warheads are the tips of

these nukes, which you
can imagine are pretty
small. This would be like
trying to shoot a bullet at
another shot bullet. Since
this defense system has to
be used in certain condi-
tions, nuclear weapons are
still an active threat.

Only time will
tell if any country can find
a way to fix the nuclear
stockpiling problem. As of
now, if any country threat-
ens another with nuclear
war, it will just end in
sanctions and embargoes.
In the end, nobody wants
to be nuked. The worst
case scenario is that a
world power decides that
they want to see the world
burn, but that is highly
unlikely.

Page 8 June 2017The Importance of Being on Time

by Andrew Whitesall

Phone Tools

Alarm Clock

School bus outside of the Hazleton Area High School

Deterrence Through Nuclear Weapons

The predecessor of the modern ICBM named the SAM
site.

In this go around of
popular careers is the finan-
cial analyst. The U.S. econ-
omy has become a challenge
to keep up in the 21st centu-
ry. With companies on the
hunt for these rare experts, it
decreases the competition
overall increasing your
chance of being hired.
Financial analysts have a
knack for being able to get
non-experts on the same
page and giving advice to
their clients. Some of their
advice includes when to buy
and sell investments and
what to do in their specific
situation. This job is not all
glamorous for a high paying
job but certain aspects may
entice you to say, “Maybe it
is worth it.”

The positive
side is the pay in this career
and it is not surprising for
what they do. The highest
paid analysts earn 160,760
dollars while the lowest paid
earn 49,450 dollars a year.
There is no slacking when it
comes to making the
amount of money these peo-
ple work hard for. While the
negative is the long hours
they will struggle to balance
with their life. Stress is high
because of how much is

expected of financial ana-
lyst’s. If you like your free
time, do not expect to find it
in this lifetime career. With
any job involving money
management, there are also
benefits to having the skills
to do it. At home, you will
find it easier to budget, and
overall make hard problems
easy compared to someone
with no financial experi-
ence.

With a high
stress, high reward job like
this, it is all a matter of time
and personal limits. Being
pushed too far will possibly
lead to lost time and money
but not all is lost. The
finance degree that these
gamblers study for is still
useful in other careers.
However, a situation with a
desire to quit your job is
easily avoidable if you find
your limits in high school.
While you can avoid getting
stuck with a job you would
rather leave, this issue is
non-existent to those who
have the patience for this
type of work. Like any other
major, you should plan if
you want to be successful,
rather than going in blind.

Photo credited to Andrew Whitesall

Photo credited to Wikimapia

By Andrew Whitesall
by Andrew Whitesall

Career of the
Month: Financial
Analyst

Don't be Tardy
for the Party!



When you think of
wrestling, what comes to
mind? When the Cougar
Wrestlers were asked about
their sport, they replied with
the tough reality of what
wrestling is like.

To start with, most of the
boys agreed that cutting weight
is the hardest part about
wrestling. Carson Kinney
added that conditioning and
practices are pretty hard too.
The extensive running and
working out is hard to keep up
with they all said.

Travis Kostyal took a dif-
ferent approach and said the
hardest part would be having
the mental toughness because
of the times you feel like quit-
ting.

An underclassman,

JeremyAquino said the hardest
part for him is when you are on
the mat and make a mistake,
because you can’t fall back on
anyone else, you don’t have
your teammates to help you
recuperate and
you’re on the
mat for six
minutes and all
eyes are on
you.

Zach
Fuchick no
longer wrestles
due to an
injury said the
hardest thing
a b o u t
wrestling was the commitment
to practices every day, includ-
ing some holidays. Due to
these responses, you should be
able to tell wrestling isn’t a
sport for everyone and requires
a lot of mental and physical

strength.
The other question the

Cougar Chit Chat asked to get
to know the team better was
their favorite wrestling move.
Senior, Carson Kinney said his

favorite move
is the double
leg. Another
senior, Jimmy
Hoffman said
his favorite
would have to
be the hazard
tilt. Anthony
M a r t o c c i o
said his
favorite move
is the single

leg take down and Travis
Kostyal said his favorite move
is the bear hug. Zach Fuchik
said his favorite move was the
lateral drop. Lastly, underclass-
man JeremyAquino said he has
a lot of moves he uses, but his

favorite would be the magic
stick.

Our team has many
accomplishments and brought
home recognition to Hazleton
Area. They won the conference
tournament and the Coal
Cracker tournament. They won
Districts as a team and had six
people in finals and have seven
people moving on to regionals.

The seven moving on
are: Jacob Mauer, Jimmy
Hoffman, Anthony Martoccio,

Shane Noonan, Charles
Everdale and Jeremy Aquino.
Jimmy Hoffman also went to
states and took second for the
second time in a row.

Also four teammates
reached their one hundred
wins: Jimmy Hoffman, Jacob
Mauer, Anthony Martoccio and
Carson Kinney. Reaching this
goal is huge and should be
more recognized by our school.

When "The Cougar
Chit-Chat" went around
interviewing students,
they decided to use three
questions. Would you
come to wrestling match-
es more often if the
school announced it over
the loudspeaker?

Out of ten people,
only two said they would.
The majority of girls said
they wouldn’t go due to
being uninterested in the
sport. That is what ninth
grader, Sierra Giranda
said, as well as Kendra
Pfeil and Allie Laporte.

Tyler Fancher said
he wouldn’t go because
it’s not something he
enjoys and announcing it
wouldn’t change his
mind because he has
friends who wrestle.

The next question
that was asked to the stu-
dent body was, do you
understand how wrestling
is scored? The majority
of people said they didn’t
understand how it was
scored, besides one of the
wrestler's sister. She even
admitted that it is hard to
understand.

The basics for how
matches are scored is: Pin

or fall: Victory,
Takedown: 2 points,
Escape: 1 point,
Reversal: 2 points, Near
fall: 2 points if you hold
your opponent for two
seconds; 3 points if you
hold your opponent for
five seconds or more,

Illegal hold: 1 point for
your opponent,
Unsportsmanlike con-
duct: 1 point for your
opponent, Unnecessary
roughness: 1 point for
your opponent, Stalling:
1 point for your opponent
after you receive one

warning; disqualification
on the fifth stalling viola-
tion.

The last question
asked was, do the boys
get enough credit for
their accomplishments?
Out of ten people, half
said they think they get

enough credit and half
said they didn’t.

Jimmy Hoffman
said that they don’t. You
don’t really hear much
about the boys who reach
100 wins or team victo-
ries such as Districts and
some going to regionals.

Rules of Engagement

Getting to Know the Cougar Wrestlers

According to one
wrestler, "the hard-
est part is when you
are on the mat and
make a mistake,
because you can’t
fall back on anyone
else."

Photo by Alexandra Hudock

Photo by Alexandra Hudock

Cougar Wrestlers pose for their team photo.

Cougar wrestlers display good sportsmanship as they shake hands with Coughlin wrestlers after the match.

by Alexandra Hudock

by Alexandra Hudock
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Hazleton Area High School
has the best staff that can ever exist!
It may look like an easy job, but a
person should never judge a book by
its cover. Without staff workers,
there wouldn’t be safety in a school,
the special needs children wouldn’t
get the help they need, and students

wouldn’t have enough energy to
learn without the proper nutrition.

Imagine a day in the life of a
security guard, an aid worker, or
even a cafeteria worker. What would
a day like that be like? The aid work-
ers help, assist, or support the special
need students. The duties of an aide
worker depend on students' specific
needs. Their primary goal is general-
ly to provide classroom support to
teachers.

The cafeteria workers help
serve food and make sure that stu-
dents are getting the right nutrition’s
along with making sure students go
home without an empty belly. They
cook, serve the food, cashiers, and
clean up the food that was left on the
table or on the floor.

Aid and cafeteria workers
were asked the following questions:
Does your job look harder than it
seems? What is your favorite part

about your job? Do you plan on con-
tinuing to work? What did it take to
become what you are now? How do
you describe your job to others?

Amy Crosby and Stephanie
Yricheck (aide workers) “It is a lot
of work but it’s worth the effort. It
depends on the day because some
days are harder than others.”

“Our favorite part about this
job would be the kids. We love them!
We’re watching them learn new

things and develop new skills.”
LynnWatt, Jackie Carrelli, and

Pat Vervin (cafeteria workers) “It is
harder than it looks. There are a lot
of people don’t see from behind the
counter. It takes a lot of experience,
training, good work ethics, and most
importantly patience. It’s like being
a mom to over 600 students each
period. It’s very challenging, reward-
ing, and exhausting.”

Books can change lives. Reading
brings a person to another world where you
can either feel safe, happy, or insecure. All
six of a person’s emotions (anger, disgust,
fear, happiness, sadness, and surprise) begin
to appear. There are about 31 genres that
exist. It is really hard to put down a book,
knowing that the next page is just another
adventure.

When it came to researching for proj-
ects or writing an essay for a paper, the
library was the place to go. As the years went
by, technology started to grow tremendously
and so did the world. The computer was
invented years later. There is now access to
Internet, and it makes things much easier.

Some prefer to read a book through a
screen, yet others prefer to read the actual
book. Many people choose to read in com-
plete silence with no kinds of distractions
while others prefer to read jamming out to
music. There are many different ways that
people enjoy to read.

Two teachers and eight students were
asked the following questions: Do you prefer
to read a book or through technology? Why?
What kind of genres do you prefer to read?
Why? Have you written your own story? In
what kind of setting do you read in? Do you
read a book before watching a movie? Why?

Mrs. Lynda Baker- HAHS' librarian
“I have a kindle fire, but I prefer to have a

book in my hand. They both have their
advantages. I enjoy reading mysteries,

thrillers, and science fictions. I think they’re
exciting and you don’t feel so bad because
it’s fiction. I can read anywhere anytime. I
like reading in the car or on an airplane. I
always have a book to read. I usually read the
book first. I feel like the books are always
better."

Mrs. Misty Riedel- HAHS English (9-
10) “I enjoy holding a book in my hands and
having it. The only time I prefer my kindle or
phone is if it’s a short and quick read, or I’m
on a long car ride. The kindle is easier to
pack! I guess I go through moods. Sometimes
I enjoy good James Patterson’s psychological
thrillers. I like these varieties of books
because they are always strong story lines.

You can fall into someone else’s imagination
and get lost for a while. I love to read on the
swing in my yard or in the porch. If it’s cold,
I lay crooked on the bed and hog a lot of pil-
lows! I always read the book first before I see
the movie. There is so much more to “see” in
a book. Movies just can’t capture all the
moments and details and nuances of a novel.”

Elijah Rosenstiel (senior) “I prefer
technology because I am used to it. I like
mystery, especially the problem solving that
goes along with it. No, I haven't really
thought about writing my own story.I actual-
ly like to read when the area or room I am in
is quiet. I can’t seem to concentrate if there is
noise. I always watch the movie before I read

the book. I feel like the book is the last
resort.”

Hunter Marszalek (senior) “I like to
have to the book in my hands and hold it. I
also love the smell of it. I enjoy reading lots
of history. I like to know what’s going on in
the real world and how it can relate to the
past."

Nichelle Nunez (sophomore) "I like
both the book and technology. I just feel like
technology is a bit easier and faster. Plus, you
don't have to spend that much money if you
have it through technology.
I really enjoy reading Teen-Fiction,

romance, and mystery. If there isn't mystery,
I will not read it. Mystery makes everything

so interesting. I have to read the book before
the movie. That way I can understand it bet-
ter and see the differences. Movies tend to
take out the good parts and most interesting
ones which is really disappointing."

Aileen Pinales (sophomore) "I would
definitely prefer picking up the book.
Reading it digitally seems like it it'll ruin my
eyesight. I love to read Romance just because
I like the feelings. I have tried writing my
own story back in middle school.
I like reading when there is background

noise involved, like music."
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PSAT-10 booklets
Taken by Samantha Caba

Left set of books from top to bottom: The 5th Wave, The Book Thief, The Kill Order, The Death Cure, The Scorch
Trials, The Maze Runner, Mockingjay, Catching Fire, and The Hunger Games.

Picture captured by Samantha Caba

SAT and PSAT-10

Books
vs. E-
Readers:

More students at Hazleton
Area High School each year are
interested in taking the SAT and
the PSAT-10, and it’s always good
to know at least a little bit about
it!

The SAT is a standardized
test administrated by the College
Board that consists of three sec-
tions. Both the SAT and the PSAT
measures reading, writing and
language, and math skills in stu-
dents. The total test time for the
SAT is about 3 hours and 45 min-
utes while the PSAT is 2 hours
and 30 minutes with an additional
five minutes for each break the
students receive. It’s usually
given seven times a year (January,

March, April, May, June, October,
November, and December).

This test can be taken as
many times as a student would
like. Some colleges and universi-
ties may need all SAT scores from
each test. The mean total score on
the SAT (out of 2400) is about
1500.

There’s a slight difference
between the SAT and the PSAT
and it is that the PSAT score will
not be a required part on a stu-
dent’s college application. The
PSAT is designed to help students
who are in grade 10, practice for
the SAT. The College Board’s
new scholarship partners provide
millions of dollars to qualify low-

income and minority students.
Students, with a fee of $15.00,
will be handed two booklets that
will include information about the
test. Students will also be handed
a sheet of paper about what will
be needed the day of the test. The
test measures a student’s reason-
ing and critical thinking skills.
The PSAT also allows a student to
see which AP courses they might
be ready for or are planning on
taking. There is nothing more
important than one’s future, and
this is the time to act while still in
high school. It may sound like a
lot of work, but it will all be worth
it at the end of the day.

Practice Makes Perfect!

You
choose!

Super Staffers

by Samantha Caba

by Samantha Caba

by Samantha Caba



The process of learning English as a
second language can be really difficult and
frustrating. The Hazleton Area High School
provides students with an ESL (English as a
second language) program that’ll give for-
eign students an opportunity to master the
English language. This program consists of
bilingual teachers that dedicate both time and
effort into helping these students that are
new to the English language improve on
their English skills.

Students from the HazletonArea High
School were asked the following questions:
How did it feel when trying to communicate
in a foreign language?
What was frustrating when learning a sec-

ond language? What was it like during the
process of learning English? Would you say
that learning English was your most difficult
accomplishment?
Do you believe the ESL program has also

helped develop most of the skill you now
know?

Efrain Nieves answers were: “Trying
to communicate in a foreign language was
very difficult at first I was usually nervous,
scared, and had a rough time speaking the
language. What was frustrating about learn-
ing a second language was that people would
laugh after I attempted to speak due to my
accent. No, learning English wasn’t my
most difficult accomplishment but it was a
challenge in my life to better myself every
day, every minute, and every second trying
to push myself to learn something that will
change my life and better myself by knowing
2 languages. The ESL program is the best
program.”

Eduardo Santos answers were: “It was
difficult at first but as time when on I became
more and more comfortable. What I found
frustrating was communicating with others,
trying to pronounce words, and reading
words with silent letters which I found
tremendously challenging. Learning English
is like learning a musical instrument. You

just need to practice every day in order to see
improvement, and listen carefully in order to
pronounce what you hear."

Escriry Anziani responded: “When
trying to communicate in a foreign language
I was usually confused and irritated because
I wasn’t able to understand what my teachers
would say. What was frustrating when learn-
ing a second language was when people
came up to me to ask a question, but I had no
clue on what they were asking. The process
was like most things, it took time. Yes, I
would say that learning English was my most
difficult accomplishment because they are
words that can be spelled the exact same way
but have different meanings on the way you
use it and that made the language so much
difficult. Yes, if it wasn’t for the ESL pro-
gram I would have still been struggling with
English as of this day.”

Steven Fabian's responses were: “I

felt like I couldn’t express myself when try-
ing to communicate in a foreign language
because of my accent and because I couldn’t
understand what others were telling me. The
process of learning English was frustrating,
tough and unsatisfying. Yes, learning English
was one of my most difficult accomplish-
ments because while in Spanish you put
emphasis and accents on words but with
English it was a little different. The ESL pro-
gram has absolutely helped me develop most
of the skills I know today and helped me
understand and comprehend. ”

Learning another language when
you’re used to speaking a language that isn’t
even relatively close, can be very difficult.
Hearing these students speak out about their
experience with the ESL program offered
here in the Hazleton Area School District is
very inspiring and a program that deserves a
lot of credit.

Photo by Nathan McKeown

Photo by Endy Santos

Track Stars

English as a
Second Language

Club Hub
When a person talks about track and

field, their first thought is running hard for a
long period of time. Track and field is a pop-
ular sport that is strictly based on the three
athletic skills of running, jumping, and
throwing, in many different areas.

The top three athletes who manage to
finish the race with the fastest time will earn
their team 5 points if first place, 3 if second
place and, 1 if third place. The jumping
events include long jump, triple jump, high
jump and pole vault. The winners are the ath-
letes who achieve the greatest height. The
throwing events include shot put, javelin,
discus, and hammer. The individuals who
throw the greatest distance will be consider
the winner.

Most of the events in track and field
are individual competition with a single vic-
tor, except for the relay races, such as the 4
by 1 relay where four athlete’s runs 100
meters, in the 4 by 4 relay each individual
runs 400 meters, and in the 4 by 8 relay each
member runs 800 meters. These events are
typically run by the top four runners in that
event.

The Hazleton Area Track and Field
team finish up the season by winning the

District 2 championship, with and undefeat-
ed record in Division 1. In the Wyoming
Valley Conference, Hazleton tore through
competition, dominating in all events every
track meet. The Tamaqua invitational was
the most impressive; as 13 teams came
together during one meet to compete against
each other. Hazleton came out and defeated
every single team by far to take home the
Tamaqua invitational championship award.
As districts is right around the corner,
Hazleton looks to shine once again.

Senior night is used to describe a
team’s last home game of the season. Many
memories are made during the night, not just
for the seniors but for their families as well.
Hazleton Area High School recently held a
track and field senior night. All seniors who
participated in the sport received a decorated
poster that included the individual’s name.

The Hazleton area cougars will now
prepare for the upcoming District 2 Class 3A
Championships set a week from senior night
at Scranton Memorial Stadium.

Track
Quotes

"If you wanna be the
money, man, you gotta get
the money man," accord-
ing to Michael Cusatis.

Dylan Laurie states, "I
never knew 45.5 could
make such a brotherhood."

"From the start, I knew
the outcome," according
to Endy Santos.

"According to 11.2, the
wind can really blow you
away," says teammate
Jordan Bircea.

HAHS provides students with a
variety of extracurricular activities.
Students don’t typically participate in
clubs due to lack of knowledge on the
organization or they’re unsure of what or
how many clubs to get involved with.
Students should strive for extracurricular
activities in which they have a passion
for instead of pushing for quantity or any
that they don’t have a desire for.

A reason high school provides
students with clubs, is to provide experi-
ence that will benefit you in college,
jobs, and in the future.

Students from the Hazleton Area High School were interviewed on the fol-
lowing questions:
What Club are you involved in? What has being

involved in a club taught you? What have you
done to help your club? What is something most
people don’t know about your club? And, why are
you involved in this club?

Sabrina Miller answers were: “I am
involved in Athena Club. Being in a club has
taught me how to organize things and work well
with others. I am involved in this club because it
revolves around issues and topics that are impor-
tant to me.”

Rashawn Walker Responded, "I am
involved in the history and psychology club. Being
involved in these clubs taught me that working
together is very important. I have held office as
secretary in both of the clubs."

Hannah Molinaro responded, “I am involved in the Spirit club. This
club has taught me time management and
responsibility along with school spirit and par-
ticipation. It also taught me hard work pays off.
I have helped this club by being involved in
activities that increase the school spirit and get
other kids involved. Something most people
don’t know about the spirit club is that most of
the sign in the school were made by this club.”

One thing to keep in mind when
being a part of a club is that is not only about
being a captain or president. Not that you
shouldn’t strive for a leadership position, but
the point of a high school activities is to gain
experiences that will guide you in the long run.

by Endy Santos

by Endy Santos
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Subjects you learn
You may not desire
But the paper you earn
Or the education you require

Math can be hard
Formulas can be forgotten
Like converting to a yard
Even some teachers are rot-
ten

English helps with reading
History will tell the past
Nurses stop the bleeding
Man the year went fast
- Seth Heimo

9th grade where it all started
Used to be a problem kid
with knowledge
But would get in trouble my
life is a scene you can draw it
Wasn't the type of kid on the
Dean's list
With the music i was always
an artist
Athletic young man with a
bad temper
No one could calm me down
or understand
But that was the old me re-
member
Look at me now mature
more calm better man
Don't judge my past we all
learn from mistakes
I changed my attitude I had
to take a break
12th grade year proud of my-
self to say i will graduate
-Efrain Nieves

Seth Heimo
Efrain Nieves
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Waxing Poetic: Student Spotlight
Poetry was the main
focus of HAHS' Creative
Writing course for the
second semester of the
2016-2017 school year.
Students were encour-
aged to express them-
selves.

"Mr. Hearne exposes
us to creative oppor-
tunities that we would
otherwise not have
encountered," says
Annie Krone enthusi-
astically.

Jewel of the Sky
Wonder-filled eyes stare at the

bright blue sky, at the beauty that is
a rainbow.
Amultitude of colors curved into

a faded arch
After the rain stops falling from

the clear sky.
Colors made from red, yellow,

blue,
All stretching from one damp

patch to another,
Where it's rumored a pot of gold

awaits
Single rainbows like rubies,
Doubles like sapphires,
And triples like diamonds.
All precious beauties that bring

happiness that brings happiness to
everyone everywhere.
Golden rays shine down, cheer-

ing up the dark, dreary day.
The rainbow fades into a clear

abyss of blues

Only to be seen again after an-
other gray rainstorm to brighten an-
other day.
-Anastasia Krone

Standing There
Standing here and standing there
Close by but yet so far.
She was there, a glow in her hair
The gate to the meadow ajar.

Staring into eyes that sparkle like
stars
They are brighter than the Sun
Brighter than the moons they are
The night has just begun.

Standing there, looking at one an-
other
Moving swiftly in the light
Getting closer to each other
The night has been made bright.

Closing into a lovers' embrace
Holding on, never letting go
Time slows, i'ts not a race
This is love, let is show.
-Steven McMinn

School and
Introspection

Nature
and Love

Anastasia Krone
Steven McMinn

"Your secrets are
safe with me."

Love.
An open heart, wounded by
many.
Beyond repair, my shat-
tered crux lies dormant
As I gaze, thoughtlessly
into the abyss.
My mind, my body, my
soul
Grasp desperately, yearning
to feel something, anything
A flicker of love;
A pinprick of pain;
but to no avail.
My empty eyes stare for-
ever into the fractal night
Seconds before the fall,
Liberation;
Hope;
Love;
Josh.
-Anonymous

Collateral Damage
I poured my heart out for
you and you stepped over the
puddle
I tore down walls, I was just
done building for you over
the grass
And tear me apart
Panel by panel

But it was all my fault
Because I let you in
And every time you kicked
my door in
I gave you a new key
Because you didn't want
me for me
I was there for you
I was there for you to use
a carbon copy of every
other person you let down

In you i still see everything,
Your face is like my uni-
verse,
Your skin is like the galaxy,
But your words
Or lack thereof
Disturbed the quantum
field and
Still I don't slow down and
I don't
Withhold from you
And every trial you put me
naively through.
-Anonymous

Love Nature
The tree grew to help the
humans
The sun set to help the
moon
The rain fell to help the
flowers bloom
He must be the tree, the
sun, the rain
He helps me grow, he helps
me see,
Overall he helped develop
me
Love at first sight does
exist
It's true because every time
I see him
I fall in love again like it's
the first time.
-Nicole Deitrich

Love.
An open heart, wounded
by many.
Beyond repair, my shat-
tered crux lies dormant
As I gaze, thoughtlessly
into the abyss.
My mind, my body, my
soul
Grasp desperately, yearn-
ing to feel something, any-
thing
A flicker of love;
A pinprick of pain;
but to no avail.
My empty eyes stare for-
ever into the fractal night
Seconds before the fall,
Liberation;
Hope;
Love;
Josh.
-Anonymous

Nicole Deitrich
Anonymous

"Poetry is a great outlet
for people to express
themselves; I enjoy com-
posing poems in my fee
time," says Nicole Diet-
rich, who was not a
member of the class but
enjoys writing anyway.

"Poetry is the
bulk of the course,"
according to Blake
Gipson, a student
in the class and au-
thor of this article.

Liberation

The time's come for me to leave her

Her city streets are too cold right
now

So come this September my leave
will occur

And new city streets offer me this
vow;

Enlightenment blossoming in this
new, living place

But I'll never forget her old, shining
face

-Blake Gipson

Heathrow

Heathrow's gates close behind us

The moment my eyes saw the
whole world

Waiting for us in the park; a mir-
rored bus

And for that moment, all my fears
were furled

For the majesty of the world was so
overwhelming

When I stepped out of Heathrow, I
became king

-Blake Gipson

Nature and
Love cont.

Leaving and
New Adven-
tures

Blake Gipson

Anonymous,
Unapologetic
Confessions


